solemnly and before God pledged ourselves in our constitution, are
strictly observed. If we fail to observe them, we should have dis-
graced Pakistan and made a mockery of the very principles for
which we fought. . . .
Thus came into existence a new democracy in the world. But if
democracy is not merely a word and not just a form, let me ask you
what its demands are. Democracy undoubtedly means freedom but
does it mean freedom for governments and for the ruling classes; or
does it mean the freedom of the common man and common woman ?
Surely freedom does not mean freedom to govern as you choose, but
the freedom to be governed as you choose. And how do you think
the people of our country would like to be governed? They would,
I can tell you, abhor to be members of a society which is atheistic
or whose civic life has no ethical content or in which the system of
caste prevails and all men and women are not born equal, are not
free to exercise individual initiative or to enjoy the fruit of individual
effort. But do you not think that they would ask of democracy
something more than these? . . . Today we find multitudes in Asia
emerging as large free nations but still living in the depths of pov-
erty, ill health and ignorance. Our ancient steadfast faith is a great
source of strength to us on the ideological front in these uneasy
times, but unless democracy redeems its fundamental pledge to be
government for the people, it may not be able to stand the strain of
the inevitable test that resurgent nationalism in Asia is bound to
put it to.
In this situation we consider the role of Pakistan to be that of a
stabilizing factor in a backward and discontented part of the world.
We hope to be able to play this role successfully by our strong faith
in God, in democracy and in our own unity, by the resources of
our lands and waters and by our will to work.
Akeady in the short period of three years we have shown to the
world our determination not to go under. In spite of the great
shocks that we have received, we have a sound economy. We are
enlarging our ports and improving our railways, we are expanding
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